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 A      s Governor of Pennsylvania, I am often faced with gut-wrenching deci-
sions (determining which worthy programs must have their funding cut 
because of the recession) and emotionally charged moments (attending a 

National Guardsman’s funeral and trying to console his wife and children). 
But nothing is as heartbreaking as coming to Shanksville on Sept. 11. On my 

first visit as Governor, in 2003, I was totally unprepared for the depth of emotion 
shown by the family members and by the people of Somerset County. The tragic 
events of 9/11 have fused them into one family. Their deep sorrow was mixed 
with a strong sense of pride in what their loved ones, America’s first soldiers 
in the war against terror, had accomplished. These 40 people, by their work 
and courage, saved the Capitol and possibly even the White House. From the 
moment Flight 93 crashed, they became forever cherished citizens of Somerset 
County and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

In their honor, the Commonwealth has 
pledged $10 million to the construction 
of the Memorial and the expansion of the 
access roads. 

As I returned each Sept. 11 over the next 
five years, I was struck when talking to the 
family members to see that their pain and 
their grief will never abate. Time will never 
drain their memories, their sorrow—or 
their pride. They are focused on building a 
fitting monument in tribute to their loved 
ones—a memorial that will tell the story 
for generations to come of the heroism of 
the passengers and the crew of Flight 93. 

With a settlement reached on the 
acquisition of the needed land, clearing 
what seemed to be the last hurdle, a Sept. 
11, 2011 opening ceremony now seems 
possible, even probable. The Common-
wealth will do everything it can to ensure 
that goal is reached. 

To achieve the families’ dreams, we must 
continue to raise money. If you haven’t yet 
contributed, please do. The farmland in 
Shanksville is already hallowed ground, 
but with your help we can make it an even 
more special place for Pennsylvania, for 
America and for the world.
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One public official praises the extraordinary efforts of a tiny 
town to support an enduring legacy. 
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Executive Committee

Leadership: Chris T. Sullivan, Campaign Chairman General Tommy Franks (ret.) and Governor Tom Ridge,  
Honorary Co-Chairs Gordon Felt, Families of Flight 93 Larry Catuzzi and John Reynolds, Flight 93 Federal  
Advisory Commission Kenny Nacke, Flight 93 Memorial Task Force Joanne Hanley, National Park Service  
King Laughlin, National Park Foundation
Steering Committee: William B. Airey, David Beamer, Debby Borza, Max Carey, Jay DeGeare, Sharon L. 
Deitrick, Darlene Dwyer, Michael L. Emerson, Sandra Felt, Fergus Ginther, Mark Pasquerilla, Jay Swanson

To contact us, write to 
Flight 93 National Memo-
rial Campaign, c/o National 
Park Foundation, 1201 
Eye St. NW, Suite 550B, 
Washington, D.C. 20005, or 
visit honorflight93.org. • 93 
Remembered is published by 
Time Inc. Content Solutions 
for the Flight 93 National 
Memorial. © 2009. All rights 
reserved. land
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On Sept. 11, 2001, the town of Shanksville (population 250) and the county it inhab-
its (Somerset County, population 80,000) were handed an immense responsibility. 
That citizens have handled it ably comes as no surprise to Jerry Spangler, Somerset 
County’s District Attorney, who also serves on the Flight 93 Memorial Federal Advi-
sory Commission and as Co-Chair of the Flight 93 Memorial Task Force.   

When you found out the precise site of the crash,  
what went through your mind?  
How intimately I knew that area. The crash site is about a mile and a half north 
of the dairy farm I grew up on. I actually worked on land surrounding the site. 
Flight 93 came down in the heart of my personal history. As I approached, I 
was driving on the same piece of road where I once drove a tractor, except now 
there were police checkpoints every 50 yards.

What was the community’s immediate response? 
At police checkpoints residents would roll down their 
car windows and talk with the officers. They’d say, 
“Here, take this set of keys—my house is right over 
there, and I’m on my way to work. If you need to take 
a rest, go ahead, let yourself in.”

How else did the community come together?  
We had a prayer service at the local high school within 
a week after the plane went down. Family members of the Heroes were streaming 
into our community. We knew they were hurting, and we knew we had to help 
them. When it made news, everyone was a little surprised. We thought, Have we 

reached the point where doing the right 
thing is newsworthy? 

That says a lot about the character 
of your local residents.   
There’s a lot of humility here. We take our 
responsibility seriously: We are caretak-
ers of sacred ground. The location per se 
is not significant. It’s the actions of the 
Heroes on the plane that are significant. 
We in Somerset County recognize that 
there will be whole generations of people 
too young to have personal knowledge 
of what happened here on Sept. 11, 2001. 
We have to do the work now so that the 
memory of those who died will be pre-
served, and this important chapter in our 
history will not be forgotten.

A Most Special Place
We must take it upon ourselves to ensure the creation of a  
fitting permanent Memorial. By Governor Edward G. Rendell
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the heroes     
Crew Members	

Jason M. Dahl
LeRoy Homer
Lorraine G. Bay
Sandra Bradshaw
Wanda Anita Green
CeeCee Lyles
Deborah Jacobs Welsh

passengers

Christian Adams
Todd Beamer
Alan Anthony Beaven
Mark Bingham
Deora Frances Bodley
Marion R. Britton
Thomas E. Burnett, Jr.
William Joseph Cashman
Georgine Rose Corrigan
Patricia Cushing
Joseph DeLuca
Patrick Joseph Driscoll
Edward P. Felt
Jane Folger
Colleen L. Fraser
Andrew Garcia
Jeremy Glick
Kristin White Gould
Lauren Catuzzi Grandcolas
Donald Freeman Greene
Linda Gronlund
Richard Guadagno
Toshiya Kuge
Hilda Marcin
Waleska Martinez
Nicole Carol Miller
Louis J. Nacke, II
Donald Peterson
Jean Hoadley Peterson
Mark Rothenberg
Christine Snyder
John Talignani
Honor Elizabeth Wainio

National parks, like the future Flight 93 
National Memorial, showcase the rich 
historical, cultural and natural diversity 
of America. Ken Burns, the filmmaker 
famed for documenting the cornerstones 
of American history and life, such as jazz, baseball and the 
Civil War, will now tell the uniquely American story of creat-
ing and protecting the parks. The National Parks: America’s 
Best Idea chronicles the experiences of the people who 

Faces of Courage 
Getting to know the Heroes of Flight 93

A graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy, Flight 93’s First Officer  
LeRoy Homer, 36, served in Operations Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm and flew humanitarian missions to Somalia. His career with 
United Airlines began in 1995, but he continued serving in the U.S. Air 
Force Reserve. LeRoy and his wife, Melodie, settled in Marlton, N.J., 
where their daughter, Laurel, was born in 2000. 

Joseph DeLuca, 52, of Succasunna, N.J., worked at Pfizer Consumer 
Healthcare for 23 years as a business systems specialist. He loved 
tinkering with his yellow Morgan roadster and competing in road 
rallies. Joe’s alter ego was also a car-racing enthusiast, immortalized 
in his syndicated cartoon, “The Adventures of Raymond the Cat.” Joe 
was en route to Napa Valley with his girlfriend, Linda Gronlund. After 
the hijacking, Joe called his father to say good-bye. 

Linda Gronlund, 46, of Greenwood Lake, N.Y., was not only an at-
torney and an engineer for BMW North America but also a mechanic 
with a love of sports-car racing. Gronlund was to celebrate her forty-
seventh birthday with Joe DeLuca in California’s wine country. From 
the plane, she telephoned her sister, Elsa Strong, to bid her good-bye.

The beautification of Hawaii was Christine Snyder’s profession and 
passion. The Kailua resident was a certified arborist and a project 
manager for the Outdoor Circle, the state’s oldest nonprofit environ-
mental group. On Sept. 11, Snyder, 32, was returning from the National 
Urban Forestry Conference in Washington, D.C. and a first-time visit 
to New York City. A connecting flight in San Francisco would have 
taken her home to Ian Pescaia, her husband of just three months. 

LeRoy Homer, 36, 
Marlton, N.J.

Joseph DeLuca, 
52, Succasunna, 

N.J.

Linda Gronlund, 46, 
Greenwood Lake, 

N.Y.

Christine Snyder, 
32, Kailua, Hawaii

 Make a Difference: To 
help make sure that construction 
of the Flight 93 National Memorial 
begins on schedule, log on to honor 
flight93.org and make a donation.

Governor Rendell
Architectural Rendering

Hundreds of first  
responders, one million 
visitors: Shanksville has 
welcomed them all.

Pennsylvania Governor 
Ed Rendell pays tribute.

“we thought, 
have we 
reached the 
point where 
doing the 
right thing is 
newsworthy?”
—Jerry Spangler,
District Attorney, 
Somerset County

set out to save the parks and to 
make them accessible to millions of 
visitors each year. Stunning images 
and lively interviews show how parks 
have inspired the private philanthropy 
needed to preserve and maintain 
these extraordinary national trea-
sures. The National Park Foundation, 

a partner of the Flight 93 National Memorial, is a major 
sponsor of the 12-hour, six-part documentary, which will 
begin airing on PBS stations across the country in Septem-
ber 2009. To learn more, visit nationalparks.org.

Ken Burns 
examines  
our national 
treasures.

Ken Burns on  
National Parks
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 W hen Kenny Nacke and his brother Louis “Joey” Nacke, II were kids, 
they loved to explore. Their father’s job uprooted the family often, so 
Kenny and Joey regularly had fresh territory to discover. “We always 

went on excursions,” Kenny recalls. “We’d head out like we were pioneers.”
In that spirit—and to honor Joey and the other passengers on Flight 93— 

Kenny Nacke will hop on his motorcycle on Sept. 3 to begin tracing the intended 
route of Flight 93, from Newark Liberty International Airport to San Francisco. 

Nacke, a Baltimore County, Md. police officer, and his four fellow motor-
cyclists—brother Dale Nacke, cousin David White, John Vogt of Highland 
Harley-Davidson in Somerset, Pa. and Rick Flick, a volunteer firefighter who 
responded to the crash—will set out from Newark at 8:42 a.m., Flight 93’s 
departure time, and make their first stop 288 miles to the west, at the tempo-
rary memorial in Shanksville, Pa. The next leg of the journey will take the five 
through Pittsburgh to Cleveland, where the hijackers diverted Flight 93 from 
its intended path. The remainder of the trip will connect from Route 30 to 
Interstate 80, stretching to the West Coast.

“Route 30 has symbolic importance,” Nacke says. “It will serve as the 
entrance to the permanent Flight 93 National Memorial, and it ends in San 
Francisco by way of Interstate 80. We’ll be able to roll along at a good clip 
and arrive at San Francisco International Airport around 11 a.m. on Sept. 11, 
when Flight 93 was due to land.”

Remembered

The riders won’t ever be without 
company. A support van will carry fuel, 
spare parts, food and drink, and will tow 
a mobile memorial modeled after the 
one that sprang up in Shanksville. “This 
is a true grassroots effort,” says Jennifer 
Morabito of the National Park Founda-
tion, which is providing fund-raising, 
publicity and logistical support. “At the 
mobile memorial, people will be able to 
offer donations to the Flight 93 National 
Memorial Campaign and leave tributes. 
The public will also have the opportunity 
to join the Ride for a leg, and towns along 
the route can designate ‘Ride With the 
Forty Heroes of Flight 93 Day’ in honor of 
the Heroes.”

“More than 3,000 miles on a motor-
cycle is a rough ride,” Nacke says. “But it’s 
minuscule compared with the sacrifice 
that my brother and the 39 other Heroes 
made. This is the least we can do.”

2

Co
urtne


y

 N
acke



3

New Progress
The project is pledged  
another $15.5 million.
Not only has the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania committed $10 million 
to the construction of the permanent 
Memorial and the roads leading into 
and out of the site, but the Flight 93 
National Memorial has taken another 
major stride toward its scheduled 
dedication on Sept. 11, 2011: Congress 
has approved nearly $5.5 million for 
other essential work at the site. 

John Reynolds, Chairman of the 
Flight 93 Advisory Committee, calls 
the funding a huge step that contin-
ues the momentum created by the 
January agreement to purchase a 275-
acre tract of land vital to the comple-
tion of the Memorial. 

The Department of Transportation 

and the Department of the Interior’s 
National Park Service will spend 
$4.275 million and $1.2 million, 
respectively. The money will be used 
to realize Phase I of the Memorial’s 

construction plan. Besides the road-
work, it will include grading of the 
Field of Honor, construction of the 
Sacred Ground plaza, and planting of 
wildflowers and grasses. 

Reynolds notes that the design 
team is at work on construction 
documents for Phase I, with comple-
tion timed for the park’s dedication 
on Sept. 11, 2011. “Day by day we’re 
making rapid progress toward build-
ing this important Memorial,” he says.

One Million  
and Counting
Visitors flock to Shanksville 
from around the world.  
Almost immediately after Sept. 11, 
2001, visitors began to seek out the 
site where Flight 93 went down. Since 
then, thousands of people from every 
state and 120 countries have traveled 
by car, tour bus, motorcycle and even 
foot to see the temporary memorial. 

Earlier this year, according to the 
National Park Service, the number of 
visitors surpassed 1 million.

Some find their way to Shanksville 
by chance, spotting a sign on the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike or picking up 
a travel brochure, but many others 
are drawn specifically to the tempo-
rary memorial. On Thanksgiving Day 
in 2003, one couple drove from Mich-
igan and spent the entire snowy, 
windy day in their car, overlooking 
the Sacred Ground. When asked by 
a Volunteer Ambassador if they were 
lost or needed help, they said they 
had come to spend their day giving 
thanks to the Heroes of Flight 93. 

Today people are welcomed at the 
temporary site, where many leave 
personal tributes on the 40-foot-
long fence. In 2011, with the help of 
supporters like you, visitors will get 
closer than ever to the final resting 
place of the 40 Heroes and walk away 
with a more complete understanding 
of their courageous acts.

to incur administrative costs. Having 
promised Flight 93 family members that 
all the money would go to the Memo-
rial, the Senator halted production. She 
might, however, revive the idea to create 
bracelets commemorating the 10th an-
niversary of Flight 93. About the effort, 
she notes, “It was just a lot of ordinary 
people stepping up to the plate.”

It’s possible that the Senator is being 
too modest. “She’s a ball of fire,” says Tom 
Ridge, former Pennsylvania Governor 
and now honorary Co-Chair of the Flight 
93 National Memorial Campaign. “She 
devised a very simple but meaningful 
way for individuals to contribute to the 
building of the Memorial.”

Orie doesn’t mind the fire reference: 
“Fire creates the steel that goes into 
making the bracelets. And it’s fire—the 
passion of everyone connected to the 
project—that made it a success.”

Commemorative events
Shanksville, Pa. 
Friday, Sept. 11, 9:45 a.m.  
Annual service at the temporary memorial. 
For more information, go to nps.gov/flni.

Union City, Calif. 
Friday, Sept. 11, 2 p.m.  
Commemorative service at the Flight 93 
Memorial. Go to flight93memorialsfb.com 
for further information.

For information on activities taking place  
at other Flight 93 memorials, visit honor 
flight93.org. Or you might consider marking 
the day by attending 9/11 commemorative 
services in your local community; flying a 
flag in remembrance of the Heroes; planting 
a tree in your community in honor of the 
Heroes; checking your local TV listings for 
documentaries on Flight 93, including “The 
Flight That Fought Back” on the Discovery 
Channel; or making a donation in memory of 
the 40 Heroes at honorflight93.org.

 S  ome 44,000 donors have contributed more than $11 million to the perma-
nent Memorial. On April 22 that number rose when $1 million collected 
through the Hearts of Steel fund was transferred from a charitable trust held 

by the Pittsburgh Foundation to the Flight 93 National Memorial Campaign.
 “After hearing that Flight 93 had gone down,” says Pennsylvania State Sena-

tor and Senate Majority Whip Jane Orie, who led the fund-raising effort, “the 
first thing that came to mind was that I needed to find a way to raise money for 
what I knew would become a very important cause.”

Inspired by Vietnam War–era bracelets that commemorated prisoners of war, 
Orie came up with steel wristbands engraved with the words “We Remember, 
9-11-01, United We Stand.” The bracelets sold for $10.

Orie’s district—Allegheny and Butler counties—
forms the center of the U.S. steel manufacturing 
industry, so Hearts of Steel was a natural name for the 
campaign. Within weeks of 9/11, ATI Allegheny Lud-
lum had agreed to provide the raw materials for the 
bracelets, and the University of Pittsburgh Manufactur-
ing Assistance Center signed on to design and produce 
them. The cause found helping hands from many 
quarters: Asher Chocolates of Souderton, Pa. gave seed 
money for the jewelry’s die; Carl Jones volunteered his 
time to manufacture the bracelets; and students at 
Pittsburgh’s NorthCo Vocational Training Center pack-
aged them. Bracelets were sold not only at Pittsburgh 
Steelers games and online but also by groups as diverse 
as the Pennsylvania Funeral Directors Association, the Pennsylvania Sheriffs’ As-
sociation, United Steelworkers and Women of Steel. FedEx stepped in to provide 
free shipping. The first batch was sold out before Christmas 2001. 

“I had people writing to me saying, ‘We’re giving up Christmas gifts this year so 
we can buy bracelets. Here’s a check—can you please send 10?’ ” Orie recalls. 

The bracelets kept selling out until the donations reached $1 million. To meet 
the continuing demand, Orie would have had to hire staff, but she didn’t want 

“i had people 
writing me 
saying, ‘we’re 
giving up 
christmas 
gifts this 
year so we 
can buy 
bracelets. 
here’s a 
check.’ ”
—Jane Orie,
Pennsylvania 
State Senator 

A Simple yet Powerful Idea
A steel bracelet commemorating Flight 93 brought in  
thousands of contributions—and $1 million for the Campaign.

t h e  s u p p o r t e r s

A Ride to Remember  
Five motorcyclists will travel 3,000 miles to honor the  
40 Heroes—and raise money for the permanent Memorial. 

t h e  s u p p o r t e r s

Kenny

As many as  
800 people visit 
the site daily.

 Make a Difference: For  
more information on the Ride or to 
donate, visit ridewiththe40.org. If you 
or your local organization would like to 
become involved in the Ride, contact 
flight93memorial@nationalparks.org.

  
groundbreaking steps  
On Feb. 20, Governor Ed Rendell, U.S. Senator Arlen 
Specter and others vital to the creation of the Flight 93 
National Memorial signed a letter of commitment to  
affirm that Phase I of construction will be completed by 
Sept. 11, 2011—and set out the following target dates  
for milestones needed to accomplish that goal.

7.30.09
Construction 
design  
documents to 
be completed 
and approved

8.15.09
Secure approval 
of National Park 
Service Director 
to advertise for 
construction bids

8.17.09–10.29.09
Prepare bid  
documents;  
solicitation and bid 
period for construction 
contract

11.01.09
Construction contract 
to be awarded when all  
land secured and 
federal and private 
funding in place

11.07.09
Groundbreaking ceremony 
concurrent with Federal 
Advisory Commission/ 
Task Force meeting

12.01.09–8.01.11
Contractor  
mobilization and 
start of construction  

9.11.11
Dedication of 
Phase I of Flight 
93 National 
Memorial

Generic photo of a road.

9.01.11
Final  
inspection

Jane Orie was  
inspired by 
Vietnam War–
era bracelets.

Government funds will help prepare  
the site for construction.

Kenny Nacke will cross 
11 states in eight days 
to remember his brother 
Louis J. Nacke, II.
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